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Operational notes on terminology, definitions, re-test and re-samples test
outcomes:

• “Samples” refers to an individual tube of blood taken from an individual animal which is
subsequently submitted for testing.  It is generally assumed that the number of samples and
the number of animals are analogous as any duplicate sample blood tube from the same
animal will not be tested.  However, minor discrepancies may occur where the same animal is
tested more than once due to a request for a resample or the animal is tested twice under
different categories (for example, as a PAR-RAPID and then as part of a PAR-HERD-S).

• “Submissions” refers to an individual batch or set of samples received for testing.
Submissions may comprise 1 or more samples (for example, if an entire herd is being tested it
is usually sent as 1 submission).  It is generally assumed that the number of submissions and
the number of herds are analogous.

• Retests are samples where the first ELISA assay fails and the same sample is  retested on a
new ELISA plate. Each sample can be retested only once.  A retest is not a reportable test
outcome.

• Resamples are where a sample has been retested and failed a second time, so that the lab
requests a new sample.  This is a reportable test outcome.

• Rejects are samples that are not tested by the lab for one of the following reasons: blood
collected into wrong type of vacutainer, samples that have not been maintained at the
appropriate temperature range (22±5C), unlabelled samples, broken or cracked tubes, blood
that is extensively clotted (small clots are OK), samples received after 4pm on the day after
sample collection. Such samples are reported separately in the tables and in figure 5.

• POS (pokeweed mitogen) is a sample positive control reagent which provides a measure of
the quality/viability of the blood sample.  A POS fail (< 0.45 optical density reading) may
indicate compromised blood quality as a result of collection/transportation conditions or due
the animal having an unusually low/suppressed cellular immune response.

• NEG (no-antigen control) is a sample negative control which provides a measure of the
background antigen-independent IFN-  responses.  A NEG fail (> 0.3 optical density reading)
may indicate a laboratory procedures problem (normally resolved during re-test) or that an
animal has unusually high background levels of IFN-g.
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Figure 5. Rates of resamples including the fail rates broken down for positive
(POS) and negative (NEG) controls.










